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LOOKING BACK ON 2013-14

April 5th YEP  “Source and Summit”

Our Thanks to You
We have come to the end of another very 
successful year at Pure Witness, thanks 
to the support we receive from so many 
people at so many levels: you who support 
us in prayer and financially, those who 
attend our local events, the schools and 
parishes who bring our team in to put 
on retreats, and the enthusiastic support 
of the youth who have responded to the 
message of Christ’s love and purity!  Pure 
Witness is continuing to grow, and we 
would not be able to do all that we have 
accomplished this year without the support 
of such a faithful Catholic community.  
2013-14 has been a crazy year full of fun, 
work, growing, learning, adventure, and 
trusting in God!  Thank you for having been 
a part of it all and helping us in our efforts 
to love a generation back to Christ! 

Our Three-Fold Mission at PWM Lived Out:
Community Life, Faith Formation and Outreach

Community Life
At the beginning of last summer (2013) we 
did not even have a full team or a place 
to live, but by the end of the summer 
we had both!  The team and office staff 
have been enjoying living in the house 
adjacent to The Sisters of the Presentation 
of Mary on University Drive in Saskatoon.  
This is where they live, work and prepare 
for events and retreats.  This has been a 
wonderful opportunity for our missionaries 
to learn to live as young Christian adults 
in community, with so much growth 
coming from that.  The skills learned in 
communication, conflict resolution, caring

for each other and a willingness to sacrifice 
are all valuable tools they can carry forward 
into their future lives and vocations.

Faith Formation
As a community, our missionaries have 
experienced many different kinds of faith 
formation throughout the year – fall 
training, watching saint movies, listening to 
talks, going to conferences and other faith 
events, and doing bible studies – helping to 
enrich their understanding of the beautiful 
teachings of the Catholic faith.  Throughout 
the year our missionaries also did personal 
faith formation such as daily prayer, 
reading spiritual books, mentorship time 
and regular reception of the Sacraments.  
These are all spiritual practices that we 
encourage our missionaries to strive 
to make into habits that they can carry 
forward even after leaving Pure Witness.  
It is our desire for our missionaries, as 
young Christian adults, to be constantly 
forming in their faith and growing closer to 
Christ.   As Colin Haughian, who has served 
as a missionary with Pure Witness for two 
years once said: “You can tell people as 
much as you want about faith, but unless 
you’re growing too, there’s only so much 
you can give.”

Outreach
Looking back over this past year, we can 
see how the outreach of PWM has truly 
grown, encompassing an ever greater 
variety and number of events and retreats.  
This is due to the dedication of such a great 
team of missionaries who so willingly use 
their gifts and time to serve the Lord. 

During 2013-14 PWM ministered to 
over 6500 youth and adults:

65 retreats across Western Canada, 
18 local events in Saskatoon

and a choral program that served over 
60 children, ages 3-18, weekly!

The five-member team has done retreats 
in parishes, elementary schools, junior 
high and high schools throughout 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and even B.C. this 
year.  With the help of the Pure Witness 
staff they also put on seven YEPs for grades 
8-12 and eleven other family events such as 
dances, a variety night, a Kids’ Purity Rally 
and a Dinner Theatre.  These school and 
parish retreats have been spreading, and 
our local events have continued to grow in 
numbers, as more and more people hear 
about Pure Witness through friends, family 
and colleagues.  Please spread the word!  
We know that lives are being touched 
and souls are being drawn to a deeper 
relationship with Christ through these 
great faith opportunities that help our 
Catholic culture to be infused in our own 
hearts ... and in the heart of the world!



LOOKING BACK ON 2013-14
Pope Paul VI (soon to be beatified by Pope 
Francis) said the following, with regards to 
the call of the Church to evangelize:

“May the world of our time, which seeks 
sometimes in anguish, sometimes in hope, 
be enabled to receive the Good News not 
from sad and discouraged evangelizers, 
impatient and anxious, but from ministers 
of the Gospel, whose lives radiate fervor, 
who have first received in themselves the 
joy of Christ, and accept to put their own 
lives at stake so that the Kingdom may be 
preached and the Church be implanted in 
the heart of the world.”

Evangelii Nuntiandi  
(On Evangelization in the Modern World)

“At Pure Witness we have been greatly 
blessed with dedicated, young Catholic 
missionaries who have been willing to take 
up the call of the New Evangelization with 
such passion and joy!  They are making a 
difference daily in the lives of every person 
who encounters them.  They are indeed 
Pure Witnesses of His Gospel of Life, and 
they bring great hope to our world!”

Carmen Marcoux 
(Program Director and Co-Founder of PWM)

I have chosen to serve Christ as a Pure 
Witness missionary because I strongly 
believe in the message we proclaim.  It is an 
honour to be working behind the scenes, 
supporting such a beautiful mission.  Even 
though I am on the office team, PWM still 
provides me opportunities to take part 
in active outreach, fostering within me 
a missionary heart.  Over these past two 
years I have experienced a lot of growth 
as a young Christian adult, and PWM has 
played an integral role in that growth, for 
which I am forever grateful and indeed 
richly blessed!

Mikaelah Marcoux 
(Serving a 3rd year on our Office Team)

“By challenging others to place Christ at 
the centre of their life I believe that I have 
also been challenged personally to do the 
same. It has been an unforgettable journey 
and I am really excited to embark with the 
ministry again next year!”

Joey Paul 
(Serving a 2nd year on our Office Team)

“Looking back now on the year, I think my 
favourite part about my time with Pure 
Witness is seeing how God was working in 
my life.  Whether it’s finding purpose in the 
hardships, or enjoying the good times, it’s 
amazing to see how everything has played 
out this year.  It is such a blessing and also 
humbling to see how God has worked 
through me and in me on retreats and in 
community life ... to see the difference our 
ministry is making in so many lives.  God 
has definitely blessed me.”  

Colin Haughian
(Studying next year at SIAST)

“Spending this year on Pure Witness was a 
priceless gift - a gift that has strengthened 
and challenged me as a young adult and 
brought me to fall even deeper in love with 
Christ.  I began this year saying I was giving 
a year to Pure Witness, but the truth is that 
this year was God’s gift to me.  Seeing what 
God has done in the lives of people we’ve 
ministered to has truly given me a heart for 
ministry.  I hope to never lose it.”

Jenny Connelly
(Moving next year to Lloydminster, AB)

“This year has been incredible. My relation-
ship with Christ has grown deeper and 
wider, all thanks to a year of service with this 
anointed ministry. “

Ryan Smith
(Serving a 2nd year on our Local Outreach)

“I absolutely love being a part of this 
beautiful ministry as it grows more and 
more every year.  It is incredible to see 
how God is working through Pure Witness 
to change so many lives, including mine.”

Laura Rice
(Serving a 3rd year on our Office Team)

“At World Youth Day 2014, Pope Francis 
said: ‘The best instrument to evangelize 
young people is other young people.’  I 
am most honored that the Lord has called 
me to be just that – His instrument in this 
season of my life – to lead His children back 
to Him, through my words and example, in 
the specific work that I get to do every day.  
A youth leading youth!”   

Rebekah Marcoux
(Serving a 3rd year on our Retreat Team)

What our Missionaries Have to Say



2014-15 promises to be another exciting year with Pure 
Witness!  We are growing, and God has been blessing us 
with wonderful missionaries ready to serve. 

Three Teams Serving in One Pure Witness Family
At Pure Witness we have always had a “family feel” to 
our ministry, both in how we live as missionaries and how 
we serve to build the Church.  Pure Witness grew from 
the vision of James and Carmen Marcoux to provide an 
opportunity for young Catholic adults to serve during a 
season in their lives in the work of the New Evangelization 
– knowing that the witness of young people, dynamically 
living their faith, would be very powerful in our Church and 
world.  As we expand, we still work to keep a family model 
in mind.  We have grown from a very small, part time core 
group of volunteers back in 2011 to this fall where we 
will be training and working with three full time teams of 
missionaries: an Office Team, a Retreat Team and a Local 
Outreach Team. 

The Office Team
… works behind the scenes to keep the ministry organized 
at every level by book keeping, scheduling, advertising, 
and whatever other hats need to be thrown their way!  
They will be offering their many talents to helping out with 
the Local Outreach Team putting on local events.

The Retreat Team
… will travel across Western Canada to put on ALIVE 
Retreats for elementary schools, junior high and high 
schools, and parishes.  ALIVE stands for “Always Living In 
View of Eternity.”  Retreatants are invited to see the larger 
picture of their lives and to understand that God has a 
great plan and purpose for each of them.  This helps them 
to focus on making good life-giving choices that will help 
them to become all God created them to be in this life, 
and will help to lead them to eternal happiness with God 
in heaven.  Our Retreat Team also puts on Sacramental 
Preparation Retreats for parishes, which have been very 
powerful experiences for all the children and their parents 
who have attended them!  Please contact retreats@
purewitness.com to book a retreat for your school or 
parish. 

The Local Outreach Team
… will continue to put on fun, faith-filled events in the 
Saskatoon area – open to youth and families from across 
Saskatchewan and beyond!  We hope to also initiate 
some local programs that will go into our Catholic schools, 
providing the opportunity for our dynamic missionaries 
to connect with more students, bringing that powerful 

witness of faith into classrooms and assemblies. The YEP 
Program happens once a month for Grade 8 and up and is a 
day filled with great music, games, talks, sacraments, food 
and of course … FUN.  ReConnects are events such as variety 
nights, dances and adoration nights for families.  The Choral 
Program, which was started this past year at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, brings together younger kids and high 
school youth from around Saskatoon every Monday night.  
There are more exciting programs in the works, so be sure to 
watch our website for the dates, times and themes of Pure 
Witness events so that you and your family don’t miss out!

Housing Our Missionaries
Because we are increasing our number of missionaries in 
2014-15, we have to also expand our housing situation.  
We are going to be having two households – a girls’ house 
and a guys’ house – which is an exciting new opportunity 
for our missionaries in community life.  We will continue 
renting from the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary at 
University Drive for one of our households.  We are still 
seeking to rent a second house!  If you are able to help 
us out in this regard – perhaps you have a property we 
can rent at a reduced rate or know someone who does – 
please contact us at info@purewitness.com.   

Is God Calling You to Serve with Pure Witness?
Each year PWM engages teams of young Catholic adults 
and trains them as missionaries to proclaim the freedom, 
hope and joy that come from living pure lives for Christ, 
and to present the teachings of our Catholic faith to youth 
and families in dynamic ways that speak to this generation.  
As Pope Francis said, “The best instrument to evangelize 
young people is other young people.”  A missionary year 
with Pure Witness is an opportunity for young Catholic 
adults to: 1) receive on-going faith formation, 2) live in 
community, and 3) do active outreach in schools and 
parishes throughout Western Canada. 

We are very excited to be bringing on new members to join 
the Pure Witness family in order to fill the roles needed 
to carry forward our mission.  Already we have five new 
missionaries, along with the five missionaries who will 
be returning next year.  We are still in need of dynamic, 
Catholic, young adults who are living pure lives for Christ 
and want to join in this mission of building the Kingdom.  
If you are interested in joining our Pure Witness family, or 
you know someone who might be interested, please check 
out the “Join” page on our website or email recruiting@
purewitness.com.  

Feel free to call us at (306) 934-3511.

Looking ahead to 2014-15
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