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Congratulations to three Pure Witness 
Alumni who were married this year!

Daniel (PW Alumni) 
and Rita Taylor
April 22nd, 2016

Joey and Mikaelah 
Paul (both PW Alumni)

June 18th, 2016

First PW Alumni Weddings!



1

Years ago when we were just 
starting to wrap our minds and 
hearts around the awesome task 
of raising our children in the faith, 
we listened to a talk on “How to 
Keep Your Kids Catholic.”  In it 
was the advice that if you want 
to keep your kids Catholic you 
need to place in their lives young 
adults – older than your children 
and younger than you – who 
can witness to them in word 
and by how they live the faith.  
God blessed us to belong to a 
beautiful faith-filled community, 
where there were families with 
kids older than ours who were 
wonderful role models for our 
children.  We saw how much 
these young men and women in 
our community inspired our little 
children and young teenagers to 
strive for holiness and to embrace 
living their faith to the fullest.  

This piece of advice and our own 
personal experience as parents 
of nine children came together 
in the founding of Pure Witness 
Ministries: a place where young 
Catholic adults, through their 
dynamic witness, would become 
real role models for thousands of 
children and teens each year.

During 2015-16 we put on 
27 events, 73 retreats and 3 

on-going programs, with over 
8766 youth and families served.  
Imagine the impact upon those 
thousands of youth whose faith 
was brought to life through 
music, games, talks, testimonies, 
dramas, skits and personal 
connection with the young men 
and women whom God called 
to serve with Pure Witness 

this past year.  Thank you for 
helping to make faith relevant for 
another generation through your 
generous support!

Thank you on behalf of the 
missionaries whose lives have 
been enriched even as they enrich 
others.  Thank you for helping to 
build the leaders of the Church 
and our world for tomorrow.  
These are leaders who have set 
Christ at the heart of their lives 
and who have found the courage 
to make heroic choices. 

Pure Witness exists in response 
to the call of Holy Mother Church 
to help renew humanity through 
the Gospel lived out and boldly 
proclaimed as the light of faith 
is passed forward to another 
generation.   It is a place for young 
missionaries to come and serve 
each year and to experience 
the transformation that comes 
from taking risks for Christ and 
His Gospel. Please pray as we 
move forward into 2016-17 for the 
heroic young men and women 
who have responded to the call 
to serve Christ and His Church in 
this way.” 

God bless you for all your 
generosity, sacrifices, support 
and prayers that allow this work 
to continue! 

Listening to Christ and 

worshiping Him leads us to 

make courageous choices… 

Jesus is demanding, because 

He wishes our genuine 

happiness.  The Church needs 

saints.  All are called to 

holiness, and holy people 

alone can renew humanity.

St. John Paul the Great 

World Youth Day 2005

Through your joyful witness 

and service, help to build 

a civilization of love. 

Show, by your life, that it 

is worth giving your time 

and talents in order to 

attain high ideals … and it 

is worth taking risks for 

Christ and His Gospel. 

Pope Francis

 World Youth Day 2013 

James and Carmen 
Marcoux

Co-Founders of 
Pure Witness 

Ministries

Message from the Founders
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How do I fit into only 600 words 
the journey of the past two 
years—with all that God has done 
in my life while serving with Pure 
Witness? It’s impossible to do it 
justice. 

Early in 2014, on my first year of 
Pure Witness, my spiritual director 
gave me a book called Life of the 
Beloved, by Henri Nouwen. The 
book was based off of Matthew 
26:26 . . . 

Nouwen explored in depth how, 
just like the Eucharist, we are all 
chosen, blessed, and broken, so 
that we might be given as a gift 
to the world. It was fitting that 
our last YEP of the year, EPIC 
(Every Person Is Chosen), delved 
deep into each of these aspects 
of our spiritual journey. Fitting 
because to sum up the heartbeat 
of my two-year journey with 
Pure Witness . . . I have come to 
see that I am Chosen, Blessed, 
Broken, and Given. 

I was chosen to be here from 
the very beginning of time. I was 
chosen to be one of the twenty-
four young men and women who 
have served with Pure Witness 
over the past two years. It is an 
honour that I did not earn or 
deserve. I am here because I was 
chosen as a beloved child of God. 
This truth has permeated deep 
into my heart, and has allowed 
me to claim the inherent dignity 
I have as a son of God. Rooted in 
that truth, my heart is more and 
more open to the grace of God’s 
love. 

I can honestly say that my life 
has overflown with unimaginable 
blessings. So many times I have 
turned to the person beside me 
and said, “This is so awesome. I 
can’t believe this is my job.” I am 
walking away from these years 
with hundreds of cherished 
memories . . . Rocking out in praise 
and worship sessions with 600 
students, road tripping across 
western Canada, talks I have 
given, skits I acted in, praising God 
together in team prayer, mission 
trips to Mexico, incredible faith 
formation, spontaneous fun with 
the community, experiencing true 

brotherhood, crazy one on ones   
. . . encountering youth, families, 
teachers, youth ministers, clergy, 
and countless other souls who 
took me in, fed me, and inspired 
me with their love. These years 
were truly God’s gift to me.  

Part of the gift has been the 
struggle . . . God led me into my 
brokenness like I have never 
experienced before. But at the 
depth of that brokenness, I found 
Christ. I don’t think I’d recognize 
the David that walked out of my 
parent’s house in August of 2014 
before this adventure . . . I am 
a new man with a new joy for 
having embraced the beauty of 
my brokenness. 

Many people might assume 
that through my work with Pure 
Witness I was being given to the 
world. Looking back, I realize that 
through my time here God chose 
me, blessed me and broke me. 
Now I see my mission, moving 
forward into the rest of my life, of 
allowing myself to be given to the 
world. It is a mission I can’t wait to 
embrace. . . it’s Who I Am. 

“While they were 

eating, Jesus took 

a loaf of bread, and 

after blessing it, he 

broke it, gave it to 

the disciples, and 

said, ‘Take and eat; 

this is my body.’” 

Jesus once said, “I 

have come that they 

may have life, and 

have it to the full.” 

(John 10:10)

David Paul
Program Director

Calgary, AB

Who I Am
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On December 2nd Paul, Ian, 
Jacinta, and Matthew (The Pure 
Witness Band) along with Leah 
and Laura put on their first of 
nine concerts in Saskatchewan 
and Alberta as part of a Christ 
the King Concert Tour.  The idea 
for this tour came quite suddenly 
in the middle of November so 
there was very little time to 
prepare Christmas music and to 
book shows.   It was definitely a 
gift from God, though, and it was 
the start of a new adventure and 
many amazing memories for the 
Core Outreach Team this year.

In the midst of practicing for the 
tour, near the end of November, 
the band had the opportunity  
to professionally record four of 
the Christmas songs.  This was 
donated to us by a local, award-
winning producer and friend of 
the ministry, Bart McKay.  

Soon after Christmas it was 
decided that we would record 
a full Christmas album with the 
band.  The four of them were 

ecstatic to be able to go back 
into the recording studio ... they 
couldn’t get enough of it!  They 
worked hard over a few months 
to arrange, practice, and record 
the songs.  On May  25th-27th 
they went back to Bart’s studio 
and recorded eight more songs 
to make a total of twelve songs 
for the album.  

We would like to extend a huge 
thank you to Bart for his donation 
and his tireless work on this 
project.  Thank you does not even 
begin to express our gratitude!  

He donated 
his work on 
this project so 
that we could 
do it at a very 
d i s c o u n t e d 

price.  He is an incredibly gifted 
producer and we could not 
have done this without him.  We 
are excited to hear the finished 
project!

This band is extremely gifted and 
diverse.  The songs on the album 
are a mix of genres and styles, 

from acapella to rock to “crooner-
style”.  There are songs that will 
make you want to get up and 
dance and ones that you can pray 
with.  Old songs made new and 
songs that maybe you haven’t 
heard before!  This is an album for 
anybody and everybody and we 
are so excited for it.  

The opportunity to make this 
album is a once in a lifetime thing.  
The gifts and talents that each 
person brought to the band are 
unrepeatable.  We were blessed 
to capture their unique sound 
and creativity on this album and 
to be able to support the work of 
Pure Witness through the joy of 
Christmas music - which never 
gets old. this is a project that will 
leave a lasting impression on 
many hearts for years to come.

This is an 

album for 

anybody and 

everybody!

The gifts and talents 

that each person 

brought to the band 

are unrepeatable.

Left: ian recording drums
top: Jacinta recording piano

the band performing on the 
Christ the King Concert tour.

Leaving a Lasting Impression
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2015-2016 Missionaries
David Paul  |  23 years old
Program Director
This year was nothing like I expected, 
but it was exactly what I needed. God 
completely spoiled me with blessings 
and the journey He brought me through 
transformed my heart to experience a 
new depth of joy.

Carmen marcoux
senior advisor/Co-Founder
Each year is it such a joy to serve 
alongside these amazing young 
men and women who have given so 
generously at the service of the Gospel.  
They have blessed our lives so much 
and I thank God for their witness for our 
own children and all those they serve!

James marcoux
executive Director/Co-Founder
As I reflect upon the year,  I give thanks 
for we have all grown in our relationship 
with God and with each other.   Thank 
you to all our missionaries for serving 
Christ!  Viva Cristo Rey! Long live Christ 
the King!

ian Rankin  |  26 years old
Core Outreach team
My past year with Pure Witness has 
been full of blessings and graces 
and amazing opportunities to grow 
in my faith by growing deeper in my 
friendships with the loving community 
here. 

amy Paul  |  26 years old
administrative Director
This year has been amazing and 
filled with so many blessings! I am so 
grateful for the beautiful people I met, 
the awesome work I got to do and this 
opportunity to be a part of the family 
and mission of Pure Witness.

laura Rice  |  22 years old
Communications manager
It was once again a crazy and 
unforgettable year.  Friendships were 
founded, adventures happened, 
memories were made, and my 
faith and relationship with God was 
strengthened!  Praise the Lord!

leah borris  |  21 years old
administrative & Program Coordinator
My years on Pure Witness have been 
transformational and formative to a 
point where I look behind me and don’t 
recognize the person I used to be. Who I 
am now is more of who God has created 
me to be then ever before. May all Glory 
be to His Holy Name! Amen! 

Paul taylor  |  27 years old
Core Outreach team
I was so blessed this year with so many 
opportunities to grow, to do things I 
had never done, and with an incredible 
community; truly beautiful people that 
I now consider family.  Praise God, for 
He is good!

Jacinta marcoux  |  18 years old
Core Outreach team
My year on Pure Witness has been one 
of transformation.  It has helped me set 
Christ deeply at the heart of my life and 
for that I couldn’t be more thankful.  I 
wouldn’t have traded this year for 
anything!

matthew marcoux  |  16 years old
Core Outreach team
This year with Pure Witness has been 
such a great experience, from the faith 
formation to the outreach, and the 
privilege to have spent time with this 
community of faith.  I have learned and 
grown so much serving alongside so 
many amazing missionaries.

Johnna Yusep  |  22 years old
Retreat team
I can’t imagine what my life would’ve 
been like if I hadn’t done this year of 
Pure Witness. God has given me so 
many blessings and I am so grateful 
for the new family he has given me 
through this community. Thank you, 
Lord Jesus!

luke taylor  |  21 years old
Retreat team
My year on Pure Witness has been 
the most blessed year of my life. The 
memories and growth from this year 
will stay with me for the rest of my life.
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A call to serve with PWM is a call 
to experience a transformational 
year of radical, counter-cultural 
living, embracing the Three-Fold 
Mission of Community Living, 
Faith Formation, and Outreach.

Each year we engage a team of 
young Catholic adults and train 
them as missionaries to proclaim 
the freedom, hope and joy that 
come from living pure lives for 
Christ, and present the teachings 
of our Catholic faith to youth and 
families in dynamic ways that 
speak to this generation.

For the 2016-17 year we are 
looking to recruit a team of up to 
8 missionaries, 18 years and older, 
for our Retreat Team.  

As a team you will be working 
together to put on school and 
parish retreats and other events 
across Western Canada.

Throughout the year there will 
be times when you will be on the 
road and staying in host homes 
and times when you will be living 
in community together in our 
home base in Saskatoon.  You will 
be participating in faith formation 

throughout the year, learning 
more about our Catholic faith 
and deepening your personal 
relationship with God.  

Learn more about joining the 
Pure Witness team:

• Go to www.purewitness.com 
and click on the “Join Us” page

• We encourage you to look 
through the application form 
found there, as it describes 
in more detail about being a 
missionary with Pure Witness. 

• Talk to a former Pure Witness 
Missionary!

is gOD Calling YOu tO JOin PuRe Witness?

elissa viaud  |  19 years old
Retreat team
God has blessed me immensely 
during my year on Pure Witness! I can’t 
begin to identify all that I’ve learnt and 
all the ways I have grown through this 
life changing experience. The mission 
and ministry of PW has grown so dear 
to my heart!

nicole mallett  |  20 years old
Retreat team
God knows PW was exactly where I 
needed to be these past two years. 
Now at the finish, I feel like a lioness 
awakened—ready to take down every 
giant with all the love I can muster! 
Bring it on, world—because I go 
with God at my side, and I will be a 
missionary for life. 

mikaila Jodoin  |  22 years old
Retreat team
This year in Pure Witness can be 
defined as nothing less than a gift 
of revival and renewal. I have been 
given Joy. I have been given a second 
chance. I have been given Hope. 

Daniel schramm  |  20 years old
Retreat team
The community here at Pure Witness 
has been greater than I could ever 
ask for. It has been a huge blessing to 
spend a year with so many like-minded 
Catholics who long to live for Christ 
and His Church.
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Dear Pure Witness Ministries,
 
Thank you for your educational, spiritual and life changing ‘ALIVE’ 
Retreat.  It is clear that a plethora of hearts were touched this day as 
students embraced their pure witness leaders at the end of the day 
and many of them hung back to speak with their leader individually.  
As a teacher this was a special moment to witness; boys and girls 
who typically show no interest in religion class, staying behind to 
connect with a faith leader.  Clearly an indication of the softening of 
hearts.  Most students were excited to share their highlights of the 
retreat and were more willing to engage in class discussion about 
their own faith journeys.  The leaders’ own stories resonated with the 
students as they shared their struggles 
and triumphs.  It seemed as if every aspect 
of the retreat was a favorite.  From songs, 
prayer, games, skits, small group sessions, 
to leader testimonies, every one of these 
was mentioned when I questioned my 
students about their favorite part.  This 
retreat definitely had something for everyone.  Just as Jesus’ love has 
no limits this Pure Witness retreat softened hearts of everyone who 
was present to the love of Christ that day.   As a teacher and as a 
host home I too was inspired by the faith and commitment of these 
youth leaders.  It was an honor to have them stay in my home and 
infuse it with their infectious energy and love of Christ.  My children 
were drawn to them and like Jesus 
these leaders welcomed them 
with open arms and spent time 
playing music, talking and reading 
with them.  Pure Witness is a 
blessing to all of those fortunate 
enough to experience their ALIVE 
Retreat.  They certainly leave you 
desiring and hoping to Always Live 
In View of Eternity.      

Sincerely,
Carmen Gill
Holy Trinity Academy High School
Okotoks, Alberta

They certainly 

leave you desiring 

and hoping to 

Always Live In 

View of Eternity.

elissa and Luke at an 
aLive retreat.

top: elissa giving a talk.
Bottom: Daniel and nicole 

leading a game.

A Thankful Teacher

Book a retreat for your 
school or parish!

Please contact James at 
retreats@purewitness.com or 

call us at (306) 934-3511 to work 
out your specific package. 

I loved watching everyone in 
our school get to experience 
the team members. It was 
evident in our smiles that 
the team touched everyone; 
host parents, principal and 
staff, and every student. The 
students from kindergarten 
to grade eight, loved the 
retreats. They were full of 
laughter and smiles when 
they left the gym after their 
retreat, regardless of their 
age. The students developed 
instant relationships with the 
team members and were 
seen getting to know the 
team better during recesses 
and breaks.

God was obviously working 
through the Pure Witness 
team. Everyone left their 
retreat feeling rejuvenated 
and full of Christ’s love. They 
were a reminder, for young 
and old alike, of how much 
we are loved by Jesus Christ 
and how much we need Him 
in our lives. Our ALIVE retreat 
was just what we needed to 
feel refreshed and alive!
 
Shannon Dolen
Elementary School Teacher
St Marie School
Spirit River, Alberta
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Besides the fact that I’m a little 
sick of pizza, I’ve come to the 
finish line of my ministry years 
with a big grin on my face. Instead 
of the usual column about how 
much “I loved community and 
road trips and retreat life,” I know 
my experience will be better 
summed up by this verse: 
“My sister, my bride . . . You have 
ravished my heart with one glance 
of your eyes.” (Song of Songs 4:9)
As much as I have come to love 

God over these past two years, 
I have even more so come to 
see how much God loves me.  
Because I am so loveable, I AM 
LOVED . . . and I can love in return!  
He has shown me the true beauty 
of my soul, and in the light of 
that truth, I can go forth onto the 
battlefield of the academic world 
with a new and great confidence. 
Being on PW was like kissing the 
bleeding face of Christ—and Him 
raising His tender eyes to kiss me 

back. I know I will always be a ... 
“pure witness”. Now I am ready to 
meet Jesus anew, under whatever 
disguise He takes out there in this 
wide world . . . and I’m sure pizza 
and I will reconcile eventually. 

Words can’t begin to explain all 
the ways God has blessed me 
through my experience with Pure 
Witness. This has been such an 
amazing and life-changing year 
for me!

I joined this wonderful ministry 
with a longing to dive deeper in 
my relationship with Christ and 
His Church, to create lasting 
friendships with like-minded 
young adults, to learn how to 
serve and minister to youth, 
and to continue to grow into the 
woman I was created to be.

Oh, is God ever good! With Pure 
Witness, He did abundantly more 
than fulfill my simple desires. 

God pulled me so much closer 
and revealed Himself to me by 
the inspiring people I met and 
through growing in my Catholic 
faith; He blessed me with an 
incredible team of new sisters 
and brothers to love and to be 
loved by, with whom I could 
laugh and cry, and with whom I 
shared countless fond memories; 
He showed me how to be a pure 
witness as He pulled me out of 
my comfort zone and I learned 
skills to put on retreats and to 
help lead the beautiful youth from 
all over western Canada closer to 
His own heart; and He helped me 
to grow and showed me who I am 
as His daughter as He taught me 
many valuable lessons through 
this year’s busy schedule and 
various challenges. 

I’m so grateful for all my 
wonderful supporters back home 
in BC, and for the connections 
I’ve made with different people 
in the Saskatoon community 
and all over the four western 

provinces. I’ve fallen in love with 
the threefold mission and the 
members of Pure Witness and I 
feel like I’ve just caught traction 
and started picking up speed on 
the missionary road to growth in 
striving to do God’s will. For these 
reasons and because I know God 
is calling me to it, I believe I’m 
ready for a part 2. God has shown 
me that He hasn’t finished working 
with me through Pure Witness, so 
I’m extremely excited to prolong 
my journey and serve a second 
year in a new internship position! 
My general role will be to assist 
in the administrative needs of 
the ministry while facilitating the 
work of the full-time missionaries 
and the directors. I can’t wait to 
meet the new missionaries and 
to discover all the ways our great 
Lord will use me this upcoming 
year!!

Elissa Viaud
1st Year Missionary

Kamloops, BC

Nicole Mallett
2nd Year Missionary
Tramping Lake, SK

Moving Forward

Ready for Part Two
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“When you go through deep 
waters, I will be with you.” (Isaiah 
43:2) As the end of high school 
and the beginning of ‘my future’ 
seem to be rushing towards me at 
full speed, I find myself needing 
the message found in this Bible 
passage more than usual. Life, 
relationships, school work and 
all the decisions that need to 
be made can be more than 
overwhelming, at times.  I often 
find myself in so-called ‘deep 
waters’, with all these worries 
weighing on my heart and mind. 
Growing up is hard, change is 
hard, trust is hard. However I have 
discovered that there is so much 
freedom to be found in trusting 
God and placing all our fears and 

anxieties in His capable hands. 
I would surely be lost without 
the grace and strength I receive 
from my personal relationship 
with God that I have discovered 
and developed thanks to Pure 
Witness .

Through Pure Witness events 
such as YEPs, I have learned so 
much about the beauty of our 
Catholic faith, the majesty of our 
God, and the ways in which I can 
continue to grow my faith and 
relationship with God throughout 
the rest of my life. Discovering 
personal prayer and making it a 
habitual and deliberate part of my 
day has proven invaluable. Pure 
Witness has also gifted me with 
the most incredible community 
of like-minded people in which I 
have found such an atmosphere 
of love, acceptance and joy. I have 

made some amazing friends who 
are able to challenge me in my 
faith, and call me higher. In turn 
I hope to do the same for them. 
Pure Witness has taught me, 
above all else, the importance 
of loving others. In a despairing 
world such as ours, it can never 
hurt to seek to bring a little light 
to the darkness.  I have learned 
that the best way to bring others 
to God is through love, and 
through living a truly joyful life in 
all circumstances.

When I first started attending 
Pure Witness events, I was at a 
much different place in my life. 
However, Pure Witness has given 
me a solid foundation of faith that 
has allowed me to keep  Christ 
at the heart of my life through 
the growth and the changes I am 
experiencing.

Emma Lepage
Grade 12

Saskatoon,SK

In a despairing world 

such as ours, it can 

never hurt to seek to 

bring a little light 

to the darkness.

from top to bottom:  Praise & 
Worship at a YeP, David & Johnna 
at a retreat, nicole talking with 
students at an aLive retreat.

“I Will Be With You”

new Pure Witness Community house & headquarters
 

This summer we are in the process of relocating our headquarters to 
a house at Blackstrap Lake just outside of Saskatoon.  It is a beautiful 
location for future missionaries to have a place of retreat and quiet time 
with the Lord during their formation time when they are not on outreach.
It is big enough to house our whole ministry in one location, and it is very 
affordable rent.  We have a rental agreement, but the house is up for sale 
($689,000). If the house sells, we will have to relocate again in 3 months.  
Please pray that the Lord will grant that we can stay in this location to 
serve the needs of our missionaries and 
ministry into the future. 
If you or anyone you know is in a position 
to help please contact us.  There might just 
be some benefactor out there who could 
purchase the house and offer us a rent-to-
own agreement that will provide stability for 
PWM.   
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 Donation by Cheque
   Please make cheque 

payable to 
Pure Witness Ministries 

and send to:  
Site 500 Box 17 RR5 

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3J8

 Credit Card Donation
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 I wish to offer monthly support to PWM beginning MM / YYYY.    

FOR ANY TYPE OF DONATION:  (one-time cheque, cash, monthly pre-authorized debit, credit card)
PLEASE FILL IN ALL THE INFORMATION IN PURPLE WITH YOUR FULL ADDRESS AND 

CONTACT SO THAT WE CAN PROCESS YOUR DONATION AND A TAX RECEIPT CAN BE ISSUED TO YOU.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

 Donor Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________
             (First)    (Middle Initial) (Last) 

 Address:  ______________________________________  City _________________________  Prov _________ 
 Postal Code ____________  Phone Number:  ________________________  Email:  ________________________ 
                Please sign me up for email updates.       

This donation is in support of
__________________       ______           __________________      _______
    (Name of Missionary)                 Amount             General Needs of Ministry              Amount

Date:  ____________________

•	 Prayer: Running a full-time ministry requires 
courageous efforts, countless hours, an 
endless supply of grace.  Please keep us in 
your prayers!

•	 financial: Please know that no contribution 
is too small. Every little bit helps us meet the 
demanding financial needs of this ministry.  
Fill out the donation form below or go to 

      www.purewitness.com to donate online.

•	 Material Donations:  Things like good, reliable 
vehicles, furniture, household items, and 
other various items are often needed.  If you 
have something to donate please contact us!

Ways to Support Us!Our Corporate 

Sponsors



0043041520

Return undelivered mail to:

Pure Witness Ministries 
Site 500 Box 17 RR5
Saskatoon, SK S7K 3J8

Listening to Christ and worshiping Him leads us to make courageous 

choices, to take what are sometimes heroic decisions.  Jesus is demanding, 

because He wishes our genuine happiness.  The Church needs saints.  

All are called to holiness, and holy people alone can renew humanity. 

~ Pope John Paul II ~

World Youth Day Message for 2005


